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When it comes to assassination, the 
Chinese Communists haven’t caught the 
spirit of detente yet. Amid the hectic furor 
of the Americans and their friends depart- 
ing Saigon in 1975, the Communists lost a 
real prize to our intelligence agents — an 
improved model of their super-secret as- 
sassination pistol. 

‘This is an assassin’s gun — close-in 
and silenced, a weapon for a professional 
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killer,’? Fred Stock, a former CIA field 
operative, exclaimed. ‘‘There is no con- 
ventional military use for this weapon. It’s 
for silent murder.”’ 

Stock added, ‘“The Chinese had some 
of the best assassination ordnance over 
there, and this new pistol is really effec- 
tive.”’ 

“*It [the secret new pistol] turned up in 
Saigon right at the end,’’ said one high- 


Whispering 


ranking American military intelligence of- 
ficer, one of the last to leave. ‘‘I’m not 
sure if the Company [CIA] turned it up or 
if a military op [agent] recovered it. 
Things were hectic at the end. I saw the 
weapon, but not the user. 

**The story I got is that one of their na- 
tionals turned it over to us as his ticket 
and passport to America. Apparently, we 
were a better offer for his future. Any- 


Field stripping breaks pistol down into only six parts. Large slot in magazine lightens it and allows user to count rounds at a glance. 
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With receiver back, model 67 shows lineage of model 64. Pistol weighs 20 ounces and is 8.9 inches long. 


way, their new model pistol is in our reveal any information which might com- 
hands, now.”’ promise our assets [friendly nationals or 
Recovery of the weapon was highly sec- agents] still in Vietnam as to how we ob- 
retive. ‘“‘We didn’t want their people to tained the.weapon,’’ Stock explained. 
know we had one, and we didn’t want to Technical data about the Chinese assas- 


sination pistol were released late in 1977, 
but no information was announced about 
the weapon’s origins or use. Again, this 
was to protect intelligence gathered at that 
time. 


Model 67 with silencer removed, slide back and trigger guard lowered on hinge. Note slimness of barrel. 








APRIL/79 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 31 





Model 67 silencer is modification of original Hiram Maxim design, which 
is mounted concentric to barrel. Steel tube (bottom) is partially filled with 


‘*We had reasonable evidence to tie this 
type weapon in with several high level po- 
litical and military murders in the last few 
months of the war,’’ Stock noted. 

**It was the ideal time for them to cause 
additional chaos and fear by turning loose 
several assassination teams armed with 
these sophisticated and quiet weapons,’’ 
he added. 

Other sources still active in intelligence 
agree that this weapon, about which little 
is known in the West, continues as the top 
Chinese assassination pistol and that their 
agents are on missions with it right now. 

The use of close-range silenced weapons 
for special warfare missions like assassina- 
tion is not new. Vietnam probably saw 
more of this type mission than any other 
war, where Americans, usually CIA con- 
tract agents, Army Special Forces experts, 
or mercenary professionals of various na- 
tionalities pulled quiet triggers for our 
side. Usually, they were armed with reg- 
ular issue weapons modified for the quiet 
missions, e.g., the Hi-Standard HD 
Military model, the M1911A1, or several 
other standard weapons. 

Other than the classic British Welrod of 
late WWII fame, only the Chinese had an 
effective pistol with integral silencer 
designed specifically for quiet murder. 

‘‘Their first models, recovered in Viet- 
nam earlier, were effective, but pretty 
bulky and crude,’’ recalled Fred Stock. 
‘‘When they came up with this new 
model, it was really something. I bet they 
were sorry as hell we got hold of one in 
Vietnam, because it sure would be hard to 
do it now, being out of Southeast Asia as 
we are.”’ 


According to one official field test 
report, thought to be CIA in origin, but 
unverified, the weapon has about ‘‘one- 
fourth as loud a report as an ordinary .22 
cartridge in a rifle, and less than a cap 
pistol.’’ The weapon fires a special round, 
the 7.65x17mm, a rimless cartridge unique 
to this pistol, i.e., it is used only in the 
silenced assassination pistols. 
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The American intelligence officer who 
saw the weapon said the defector who 
brought it in told them he had not used it 
in an active assassination, but that it was 
issued to him for that purpose. His mis- 
sion had been to ‘“‘hit’’ as many American 
and South Vietnamese officials as possible 
in the last hectic days before the Thieu 
government fell. Instead, he chose to use 
his gun as a passport to America, the of- 
ficer reported. 

‘*He told our people he knew some of 
the other teams had used these weapons 
though. His showed some minor field 
wear, but that doesn’t prove it was used to 
murder anyone, of course.”’ 

Named the Type 67 Chicom pistol by 
ordnance experts at the U.S. Army’s fam- 
ed Foreign Science & Technology Center, 
this new weapon is a lighter, slimmed 
down version of the classic Communist 
PRC Type 64 silenced pistol. 

The FSTC evaluated the Chicom wea- 
pon by noting, ‘‘The Type 67 silenced 
pistol appears to be well designed and the 
materials and workmanship consistent 
with that of U.S. military weaponry.”’ 
This means they could have silenced as- 
sassination technology equal to that of the 
CIA and the Army’s Special Forces. 

Another Gap has been closed! 

According to official FSTC evalua- 
tions, the new Chicom pistol weighs four 
ounces over two pounds, less than our 
standard American Colt Service auto- 
matic, the bulky M1911A1. The assas- 
sination pistol has an overall length of 
8.875 inches. 

‘‘This pistol is solid and well made, 
contrary to our usual propaganda about 
their ordnance and equipment,’’ one Ar- 
my ordnance official said. “It’s produced 
from machined-steel components and 
plastics. The silencer is a modification of 
the original Hiram Maxim design, which 
is mounted concentric to the vented bar- 
rel. 

‘‘The guts of the silencer is a steel tube 
partially filled with a roll of copper mesh 
screening fitted over the barrel. The rest 
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a roll of copper mesh fitted over barrel. Remainder of housing is filled with 
steel baffles and rubber washers forming series of expansion chambers. 


of the silencer housing is filled with steel 
baffles and rubber washers to form a ser- 
ies of small expansion chambers. It’s a 
damn fine design. 

“Firing from a nine-round magazine, 
this pistol is selective fire, in that you can 
switch from regular semi-automatic — a 
shot each time the trigger is pulled — to 
the really silent mode of a locked bolt, in 
which single-shot, silenced gunfire is 
possible. This manual operation shuts 
down all the bolt noise and the loud 
escape of residual gases caused by the car- 
tridge explosion. 

*‘They use manual operation for op- 
timum silencer effect. When it’s fired that 
way, it is a damn quiet piece,’’ he added. 

The professional evaluators concluded 
that this pistol is exceedingly valuable and 
effective as a relatively shortrange as- 
sassination weapon — within 25 yards. 

Tested against the finest silenced 
weapon in the world, the British Welrod 
of WWII and beyond fame, the Chicom 
Type 67 did well. 


‘It was much more accurate than the 
British assassination pistol and very nearly 
as quiet, based on the extensive tests run 
by the Army,’’ noted the ordnance officer 
quoted earlier. 

Checking the official results from FSTC 
trials, the silenced Welrod test fired at an 
average sound level Welrod of 117.4 db, 
while the Chinese pistol registered 122.5, a 
very fair comparison, considering that 
most of the silénced larger caliber spy 
guns fire at 140 to 150 db. 

‘*That’s not bad for a second genera- 
tion effort,’? commented the Army Ord- 
nance officer. 

The original, early-model, silenced 
Chicom pistol was recovered during oper- 
ations in Vietnam by the Sth Special 
Forces Group in December of 1967. Tests 
run on that weapon indicated, according 
to a now declassified DoD analysis, its sil- 
enced report, ‘‘while audible, was reduced 
to approximately that of a child’s cap 
pistol.’’ 
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“*Yes, I heard that original gun, too. 
And the new model is quieter. It is more 
like a sharp click than an explosion — 
even a muffled one,’’ the ordnance officer 
said. 

The markings on the old weapon and 
on the new model indicated Chinese Com- 
munist manufacture. The original was a 
product of 1964, while their later model, 
improved design, was first designed in 
1968. The newer one carries serial mark- 
ings and a proofing seal, something the 
original model did not have. It means 
regular production of the new killer 
weapon. 


Matching serial numbers on slide and receiver are the only way to identify model 64 because no 


manufacturer's name or country of origin were to be found. Note lanyard loop on bottom of grip. 


The intelligence report which came into 
the States with the weapon carries the 
cryptic notation, ‘‘recovery of this 
sophisticated type of special operation 
weapon indicates the Chinese and related 
Communist bloc nations are supporting 
such terrorist operations as silenced 
assassination.” 


Mitchell L. Werbell III, who developed 
the famous Sionics supressor system and 
who played an integral part in the 
development and marketing of the In- 





Clean lines give model 64 a modern look but accentuate flimsy appearance of trigger guard. Hang- 
ing trigger looks inappropriate. Note magazine release on bottom. 


graham submachine gun, owns a model 
64. Werbell claims his is the only one in 
private hands in the U.S., “‘Other than 
ones that might be in the possession of 
clandestine assassins.’ 

When asked how he obtained such a 
collector’s piece, Werbell replied, ‘‘I’d 
just as soon forget about that. Just say I 
obtained it in Vietnam. 

Incidentally, Werbell has his model 64 
up for sale. He will take the best offer 
over $9,000. For photographs and infor- 
mation send $10 to Werbell, Box 108-S, 
Powder Springs, GA 30073. 

© J. David Truby, 1978 
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